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World Affairs mourns the death of George Floyd, and we grieve deeply for Mr. Floyd’s

family, his loved ones, friends and community. We stand firm with the Black community and

other communities of color in the US. We condemn the terrible acts that led to the tragic

and senseless killing of George Floyd. There is no place for this kind of brutality, hatred

and racism in the America we believe in.

We do not condone in any way the subsequent vandalism and violence that will have long-

lasting impact on our communities. Today Americans are hurting as never before. We were

reeling from the gut-wrenching loss of loved ones by the pandemic and the utter shock of
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the economic meltdown that has followed. The traumatic events in Minneapolis and the

violence in our other great cities has brought even greater urgency to long-standing

questions about the very nature of America’s values and the sustainability of our society as

it is now.

In this difficult time, wise and empathetic leadership is paramount. In unison with the Black

community we call on our national, state and local governments and representatives to

work together to address systemic bigotry, discrimination and injustice quickly and in a

meaningful way.

At World Affairs we remain committed to hosting conversations and providing opportunities

that promote understanding of, and solutions to, the difficult and hard questions — such as

those we face now. It is only by listening to one another and learning that we will be able to

truly address mistakes of the past. This we can, and indeed must do. 
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